Wood Road and Jacques Ri(lge

Builtin April 1876 by the Quicksilver
Mining Company, Wood Road originally
served to connect nearl)y oak woodlands
to the mineo erations, where voracious
wood-fueled furnaces processed
cinnabar ore into 1iqui(1 mercury.
Dedicated on April 17,2004, Wood
Road now provides parl:zin and trail

access to Almaden Quiclzsi ver
County Park.

In 1994, the Santa Clara County Parks
partnered with the Mid-peninsula
Regional Open Space District to
purchase 907 acres known as Jacques
Ridge tor $6.65 million dollars. The
California Department of Parks and
Recreation supplied a $230,000 grant to
help insure that deer and mountain lions
inhabiting the area were provided with
a permanent home. The purchase
straddles Hicks Road, thus connecting
New Almaden Quicksilver County Park
with the Mount Umunhum area of the
Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve. One
and one-half miles 1ong, the Jacques

Ri(lge purchase also providesa vital
link in the Bay Area Ridge Trail.
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A teamster hauls wood along Wood Road for furnaces at the Hacienda T}le Hacien(la Furnaces required up to 300 Corcls Of WOO(l per mont}l. Current location of the sanclstone quarry along Wood Roacl. Tlle

Reduction Works. In 1 892, teamsters were paicl $35 per month plus I S unilcs down Voo Roa ki itheinih e Quiclzsilver Mining Company found substantial sandstone deposits

board. Photograph courtesy Robert Bulmore. Photograph courtesy S.J. Hawes. in 1884 and used this stone at the Buena Vista Shaft house.
Photograph 2008 by A+t Boudreault
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