ALMADEN QUICKSILVER COUNTY PARK

FINAL TRAIL
MASTER PLAN
REPORT

County of Santa Clara
Parks and Recreation Department
October 1998




Almaden Quicksilver Connty Park Trails Master Plan
TASK FORCE ROSTER
"~ " ]

PARKS COMMISSION INTERESTS
Kitty Monahan - also active for historical, equestrian and New Almaden Community interests

Garnetta Annable - also active for biking, hiking, and environmental interests

EQUESTRIAN INTERESTS
Chere Barger - also active in County Park Trail Volunteers interests.

MOUNTAIN BIKING COMMUNITY INTERESTS
Bob Kain - active Responsible Organized Mountain Pedalers Romp and Stomp Events

HIKER, BART, ENVIRONMENTAL |NTE§E$TS
Clark Smith - active in Ridge Trail, Sierra Club hiking

PET USERS INTERESTS
Bob Wallace - active in Peninsula Access for Dogs (PADS), pet user activist

RUNNERS INTERESTS = | ,
Eric Romsburg - active in Quicksilver Runners Club, Initial Task Force representative
Tom O’Connell - active in .Quicksilver Runners Club, replacement representative

NEW ALMADEN COMMUNITY, NAQCPA, HISTORICAL INTERESTS
Mike Cox - active in above interests, Initial Task Force representative
Jo Young - active in above interests, replacement representative

COUNTRY CLUB COMMUNITY AREA INTERESTS
'Bob Haggerty - resident of Country Club area

CALIFORNIA RIDGE COMMUNITY AREA INTERESTS
Alan Krause - résident of California ridge

MID-PENINSULA REGIONAL OPEN SPACE DISTRICT INTERESTS
Del Woods - MROSD, Senior Management Analyst

COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT STAFF
John Maciel - Regional Park Manager

Denis Besson - Senior Park Ranger
Bill Burr - Park Ranger Almaden Quicksilver County Park

The following were Task Force representatives, but not voting members of the Task Force:

Task Force Facilitators: Lisa Killough, Planning & Development Mgr.
Dave Pierce, Senior Management Analyst
Task Force Trails Advisor: Julie Bondurant, Park Planner (Trails)

Almaden Quicksilver Park Planner: Mark Frederick, Park Planner
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Almaden Qunicksilver County Park Trail Master Plan
ADOPTED TRAIL PLANNING PROCESS

- ]

10.

11.

Develop goals and trail planning criteria

Discuss user needs, hear from resource persons on specialized needs
List possible trail sites and staging areas

Tour the park and trails.

% look at new and old trails keeping in mind goals and criteria
% consider operational/management/environmental matters

% be cognizant of adjacent open space trail uses allowed

< fill out worksheet evaluations for individual uses (potential and existing)
and add to comment spaces

Reach a consensus on trail uses/staging areas by using goals and criteria, and
worksheets.

(A

%  some segments of trails may vary in uses
Prepare recommendations and Draft Park Trail Master Plan
Commission and Public Review

Environmental Documentation (CEQA)

Prepare Final Park Trail Master Plan

Parks and Recreation Commission Acceptance

County Board of Supervisor’s Approval of Plan and CEQA.

Figure #4



Almaden Quicksilver Connty Park Trail Master I’Plan

ADOPTED GOALS FOR SELECTING TRAILS AND USES
———

The goals of the Trail Master Plan for Almaden Quicksilver County Park are to:

o evaluate the need for new trails, connectors, access points, and staging areas.
Locations for these facilities and trail names will be recommended.

&,
L ¢4

provide for retention of existing trails shown on the current park brochure,
Some realignments may be needed in certain areas to provide for enhanced
user safety and resource management.

>

o provide opportunities to view natural diversity and historic
resources/structures in the park, while conserving those resources.

L/
0‘0

provide connectors to adjacent parklands/open space and limited centralized
staging areas, and access points for the general public.

(/
o

provide multi-use trail capabilities within the park. Both the Bay Area Ridge
Trail (BART) and Anza Trail that will pass through the park, are categorized
as multi-use trails.

& attempt, as much as practical, to have existing and new trails, access points
and staging areas meet the design and management guidelines set forth in the
Countywide Trails Master Plan Update.

Figure #5













































users about curves between these two points - caution to reduce speed, watch curves.

"Wood Road"

9A

% Open to pedestrians, equestrians and pets on leash after the Wood Road staging area is graded.

Open to registered carts and bicyclists after the following improvements are made:

a)  grade the Wood Road staging area;

b)  complete the short range Mine Hill Trail improvements;

c) complete the Castillero Trail improvements;

d)  sign curve near old park boundary - caution to reduce speed, watch curve;

e)  brush back on inside of curve approximately 1/4 mile west of Rotary Furnace;

fy  remove exotic cane approximately 100 yards west of Rotary Furnace to improve sight
lines and to control invasive vegetation,

g)  raise grade of Mine Hill remediation area to reduce trail gradient and remove obstacles;
and,

h)  close trail between Rotary Furnace and Castillero Trail (8A). This trail should be
scarified, and barricaded to allow for revegetation.

...
()
...

9B to 9C
% Pedestrians, equestrians and pets on leash allowed.
< Open to registered carts and bicyclists after the following improvements are made:
a)  complete the same unprovements as described for 9A;
b)  remove the brush obscuring sight lines next to the old house (near intersection with 8B);
and,
c) remove debris around old house which may pose safety problems.

"English Camp”
10A to 10B

% Pedestrians, equestrians and pets on leash allowed.

“* No bicyclists or carts.

Hacienda
I11Ato 11B

¢ Pedestrians, equestrians and pets on leash allowed.

s+ Install signage at Mockingbird Hill entrance and 11B/11C intersection advising trail users
about steep grades along this portion of the trail.

“+ No bicyclists or carts.

» To prevent further degradation of existing steep trail, install water bars prior to the onset of
winter rains. Temporary trail closure may be warranted during the rainy season - during
closure, post temporary closure signage and barricade trail entrances.

11C

¢ Pedestrians, equestrians and pets on leash allowed.

*» No bicyclists or carts (see Phase 2 - Medium Range Plan for next steps).

% A portionof 11C is to be rerouted in Phase 2. As part of Phase 1, determine trail realignment
and prepare construction documents for the realignment.

<+ Until trail is rerouted, install water bars prior to the onset of winter rains in order to minimize
erosion. Temporary trail closures may be warranted during the rainy season - during closure,
post temporary closure signage and barricade trail entrances.

- I3
















































Almaden Quicksilver County Park Trail Master Plan
NORMS OI' CONDUCT

1. Active Listening

2, No Put-Downs

3. The Right to Pass

4. Confidentiality

Appendix A



Almaden Quicksilver Connty Park Trail Master Plan
GROUND RULES FOR MEETINGS

—— e ———— e

10.
11,
1% _
13.
14.
15.
16.
7.
18.
19.

20.

Common consideration and courtesy, or agree to disagree, no personal attacks
Not interrupting, not shouting

Room for humor in discussion

No threats to comply with opinion

Arena for those inexperienced in the process (tolerant)
Consideration of interest and philosophy of the individual

Speak without being interrupted

Listen, argue with logic and net emotion

Think through ideas before presenting them

Read information provided and be prepared for the meeting

Don’t pre-judge persons or positions

Be open minded

Members should be attentive while a committee member is talking
Speaker should be able to express total thought without interruption
Not being misquoted in months to come

Commit to time frame

Laugh with each other, not at each other

No hissing or boos during discussion

Everycne does homework

Discussions should include all committee members; no parking lot decision groups.

Appendix A



Almaden Quicksilver County Park Trail Master I’lan
ROLES OI' TASK FORCE MEMBERS

. To be completely objective in their endeavors on the team while representing their
stakeholders’ interests.

. To represent their own interests and also act as a liaison to the stakeholders at large
whom they represent.

. To keep stakeholders informed of our planning processes and bring those groups’
concerns and reactions regarding draft materials to task force meetings.

. To act as an information resource regarding their stakeholders concerns or work with
staff to provide persons who can educate the Task Force in this capacity.

. To develop a group consensus on issues that are part of the planning process.

. To develop a plan that is long term in scope, realizing it needs to be flexible to adapt
to changing conditions.

. To develop a draft plan for public review, and final acceptance by the parks and
Recreation Commission and adoption by the Board of Supervisors.

. To be “champions” for the draft plan and publicly defend decisions once a consensus
is reached.

Appendix A


















Santa Clarg County “Trails Master Flan Updare

Final Counryurde “Jradl Master Plan (Nroember, 1795

TABLE C-3: TRAIL AND STAGING AREA LOCATION CRITERIA

CRITERIA EVALUATION
Disadvantages Advantages
LOW MODERATE HIGH

Mitigation / monitoring
($ - thousands)

* gxpensive: substantial acreage requiring
habitat mitigation during project
development (@ 30,000 / acre)

hiking trail (<3' wide): $10,000 / mile

typical

equestrian and hiking trail (5-6' wide):
$22,000 / mile typical

shared trail (6™ 8 wide: $30,000 / mile
typical

multi-purpose trail (> 8 wide, paved):
$50,000 / mile typical

.

* moderale: - minor acreage requiring
habitat mitigation during project
development (@ 15,000 / acre)}

hiking trail (<3’ wide): $5,000 / mile

typical

* equestrian and hiking trail (5-6' wide):
$11,000 / mile typical

* shared trail (6 8 wide): $15.000 / mile
typical

* multi-purpose trail (> 8 wide, paved):

$25,000 / mile typical

* modest: little to no acreage requiring
habitat mitigation during project
development (@ 7,500 / acre)

* hiking trail (<3' wide): $2,500 / mile
typical .

* equestrian and hiking trail (5-6 wide):
$6,000 / mile typical

* shared trail (6~ 8 wide): $7.500 / mile
typical

= multi-purpose trail (> 8 wide, paved):
$12,500/ mile typical

Annual Management /Maintenance
($ - rangers / mile)

* expensive: trail characteristics will require
substantial resources lo manage because:
- > 15 vehicle miles to trail
- restricted ability to drive/ride on trail
- poor management visibility
- high erosion potential
- multiple-use
- anticipated high levels of use :
- above normal need for clearing /brushing
- weekly need for sweeping

* hiking trail (<3’ wide). $4.000 / mile
typical

* equestrian and hiking trail (5-6" wide):
$4,000 / mile typical

* shared trail (6™~ 8 wide): $8,000 / mile
typical

¢ multi-purpose trail (> 8" wide, paved):
$14,000 / mile typical

= moderate: trail characteristics will require
above average resources 10 manage because.
= 510 15 vehicle miles to trail
- limited ability to drive/ride on trail
- management visibility (air
- moderate erosion potential
- shared-use
- anticipated moderate levels of use
- normal need for clearing /brushing

*» hiking trail (<3' wide): $2,000 / mile
typical

= equestrian and hiking trail (56" wide):
$2,000 / mile typical

 shared trail (6- 8 wide): $4,000 / mile
typical

* multi-purpose trail (> 8 wide, unpaved
paved): $12,000 / mile typical

* modest: trail characteristics will require
typical resources to manage because:
= < 5 vehicle miles to trail
- opentodriving
- good management visibility
- low erosion potential low
- equestrian and hiking use
- anticipated low levels of use
= little clearing /brushing needed

¢ hiking trail (<3" wide): $1,000 / mile
typical

* equestrian and hiking trail (5-6" wide):
$1,500 / mile typical

* shared trail (6"- 8 wide): $2,000 / mile
typical

* multi-purpose trail (> 8 wide, paved):
$10.000 / mile typical










TRAIL SEGMENT PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF TRAIL RECOMMENDED USES
DESCRIPTION # | Mileage MLOFE SITE LIRE ik vest | Bike | pets || Yericte [ cares
& T >15% | >30% || Good J[ Poor | Foot || Fire JegkEh | Es Access
PROSPECT #3 Rando! to Mine Hill 7A 50 v v v v v v = s N
*CASTILLERO” Bull Run to Wood Road 8A 60 v v v v v v ¥ v
Wood Road to PG&E 8B .38 v v v v ¥ s Y v
PG&E to Mine Hill 8C .10 v v v v v v ] v
WOOD ROAD Hicks Road to Mine Hill Ext. 9A 1.50 v v v v v v v i v
ZENGLISH CAMP* | Mine Hill Ext. to Deep Gulch 10A 37 v v v v v v ¥
Deep Gulch to Mine Hill 0B 80 v v v v v s v i
HACIENDA Mockingbird to New Almaden A .20 v v v v v v v Y
New Almaden to Cape Horn 1B [.0 v v 4 v v v v Y
Cape Horn to No Name IC .5 v / v v 4 v v X
No Name to Mine Hill 11D 1.5 v v v v v v v v v Y
NO NAME Mockingbird to Hacienda 12A 1.2 v v 4 v v v v v v Y
SANTA ISABEL Rando! to Randol [3A 40 v <|| v v v v v i v
WERB CANYON | Web Canyon to New Almaden [4A 5 v v v v Y
CAPE HORN Hacienda to Mine Hill SA | 25 v/ 7 F 7z 7 2 Y
APRIL Mine Hilt to Aprif Trellis | 6A .80 v v v v v v v N/Y i v
April Trellis to Mine Hill 168 v v v v
GREAT EASTERN Mine Hill to Randol [7A A0 v v v v 4 v N
DEEP GULCH Hacienda Entrance to PG&E |BA 1.0 v v v v v v N
“ENRIQUITA" Providencia to Providencia 19A .50 v v v N v v v Y v
PROSPECT #3 EX Randol to New Almaden 20A .20 v v v v v N




TRAIL SEGMENT PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF TRAIL RECOMMENDED USES
= e ey
DESCRIPTION # | Mileage >|59:L°"§30% Goi':E ”":’or Fm"“m fikee) || Equest|{ Bike || Pets | YeM<le f cants

“BUENA VISTA" Randol to New Almaden 21A 18 v v v v v N

“CHURCH HILL | "Castillero” to church site 22A o v v v v v

"HIDALGO CM.” "Castillero” to cemetery 23A 30 v v v 4 v .f v %

"HACIENDA CH.” | “Deep Gulch" to chimney 24A 25 v v v v N

“YELLOW KID" "Castillero™ to “Wood Rd" 25A .70 v v e v v N

“CATHERINE T.” | Bufl Run to Catherine Tunne! 26A .10 v v e v v v N
v v/ N

“DAY TUNNEL" | Randol to Day Tunnel 27A .10 v v

H\. dpevestalmacterialmicesd




- Indicates opinion of task force member(s) differing from
staff evaluation of “Physical Aspects of Trail”.

Hiking /Jogging
> Shaded/colored box indicates corresponding trail use Equestrion 27.62 +4.20 !I
EeGEERERe Bicycle 0 2191 +219)
> Chezk mark inside the colored box indicates a Cart 0 11.63 " +11.63
recommendation for the specific trail use. Vehicular Access popen pr— " oy

Star mark inside the colored box indicates trail use in the
future when trail realignment is compelted

:

30.07 - miles of existing trails open to the public
34.92 - miles of tradls proposed for public use

+4.85 - net gain new trails open to public

AND OTH EW USES

“Church Hill” - hiking, pets

“Hidalgo Cemetery” - equestrian, biking, hiking, pets
“Hacienda Chimney” - hiking, pets

“Yellow Kid" - equestrian, hiking, pets

“Bull Run to Catherine Tunnel” - hiking, equestrian, pets
“Enriquita” - hiking, equestrian, carts, bicycle




